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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name American Council on Education

Granted to Date
of previous
extension

07/08/2009

Address One Dupont Circle, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
UNITED STATES

Attorney
information

Patrick J. Jennings
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman, LLP
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
UNITED STATES
va-logocops@pillsburywinthrop.com

Applicant Information

Application No 77597773 Publication date 03/10/2009

Opposition Filing
Date

07/07/2009 Opposition
Period Ends

07/08/2009

Applicant Center for the Application of Information Technologies (CAIT)
Horrabin Hall 90 Western IL University1 University Circle
Macomb, IL 61455
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 041. First Use: 2007/07/01 First Use In Commerce: 2007/07/01
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Continuing education services, namely,
providing live and on-line continuing professional education seminars in the field of Adult Education;
Education services, namely, providing live and on-line GED Preparation in the field of Adult
Education

Grounds for Opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

Other Applicant is not the rightful owner of the opposed
mark.

Marks Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Registration
No.

1321397 Application Date 03/06/1984

Registration Date 02/19/1985 Foreign Priority NONE

http://estta.uspto.gov


Date

Word Mark GED

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 042. First use: First Use: 1971/00/00 First Use In Commerce: 1971/00/00
Educational Testing Services

U.S. Registration
No.

3448412 Application Date 09/17/2007

Registration Date 06/17/2008 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark GED TESTING SERVICE

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 041. First use: First Use: 1963/00/00 First Use In Commerce: 1963/00/00
Educational testing servivces, namely, provding adults who did not receive a
high school diploma with the opportunity to earn their jurisdiction's high school
equivalency credential by passing a battery of five tests in reading, writing,
mathematics, social studies, and science

U.S. Registration
No.

2613984 Application Date 06/26/2000

Registration Date 09/03/2002 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark GED



Design Mark

Description of
Mark

NONE

Goods/Services Class 041. First use: First Use: 1999/00/00 First Use In Commerce: 1999/00/00
EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICES
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Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by First Class Mail on this date.

Signature /Pat Jennings/

Name Patrick J. Jennings

Date 07/07/2009





  

 
 

2

5. In furtherance of its mission and objective, Opposer is solely responsible for the 

development and dissemination of GED® tests. 

6. Created in 1942 to support World War II soldiers, Opposer’s GED tests offered 

thousands of veterans a chance at assimilating back into civilian life and an opportunity to attend 

a college or university.   

7. Opposer’s GED credential is the United States’ most widely accepted and 

respected high school equivalency credential. 

8. Opposer’s GED credentials are awarded in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 

U.S. territories and insular areas, and internationally.   

9. An estimated 17 million people have passed Opposer’s GED® tests since 1942. 

10. Opposer owns three United States trademark registrations for the GED trademark:  

Reg. Nos. 1,321,397; 2,613,984; and 3,448,412. 

11. United States Trademark Registration No. 1,321,397 covers the mark.  

Issued on February 19, 1985, the registration covers “educational testing services” and is 

statutorily incontestable.  The mark was first used in commerce at least as early as 

1971.   

12. United States Trademark Registration No. 2,613,984 covers the GED mark.  

Issued on September 3, 2002, the registration covers “educational testing services” and is 

statutorily incontestable.  The GED mark was first used in commerce at least as early as 1999.   

13. United States Trademark Registration No. 3,448,412 covers the GED TESTING 

SERVICE mark.  Issued on June 17, 2008, the registration covers “educational testing services, 

namely, providing adults who did not receive a high school diploma with the opportunity to earn 

their jurisdiction’s high school equivalency credential by passing a battery of five tests in 






























